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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NDJAME 01534 19141 1Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO SSO-OO CIAE-00 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ACDA-12 OMB-01 TRSE-00 
/083 W 

080393 191422Z/41 

O 191321Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6873 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL NDJAMENA 1534 

PARIS FOR MURPHY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS CD 

SUBJECT: SECURITY SITUATION: SITREP 3 

SUMMARY: GOC FORCES RETAKE SALAL. FIGHTING CONTINUES 
AT ARADA. FIRST FRENCH CASUALTIES REPORTED. ANCILLARY 
MATTERS COMPLICATE SECUITY SITATION. 

1 . VP DJIMES DIRECTOR OF CABINET CONFIRMED RECAPTURE 
OF SALAL BY GOC FORCES TOOK PLACE LAST NIGHT, BUT FIGHING 
APPARENTLY CONTINUES BOTH THERE AND AT ARADA. WE DO NOT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NDJAME 01534 191411Z 

KNOW IF RELIEF COLUMN FROM ABECHE HAS REACHED THE LATTER 
CITY. WHICH NOMAD GUARD CONTINUES TO HOLD. IN 
ADDITION TO TWO WOUNDED FRENCH HELCOPTER CREW 
MEMBERS FROM ALLOUETTE WHICH FORCED DOWN ON SUNDAY, 

IT IS NOW REPORTED THAT SEVERALFRENCH WERE WOUNDED 
IN THE SALAL ATTACK. 
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2. DATT/NDJAMENA EVALUATES THE INCREASED FRENCH COMMITMENT AND 
WILLINGNESS TO ABSORB BATTLE CASUALTIES 

AS A SIGN THAT THE GOF WILL ESCALATE ITS SUPPORT OF THE 
GOC. IF THIS APPRAISAL IS CORRECT, THIS WOULD IMPLY 
THAT FROLINAT FORCES MIGHT FIND THEMSELVES STYMIED 
IN THE FIELD AND TURN TO URBAN TERRORISM. 

3. RUMORS OF ALL SORT ARE RAMPANT AND MOST OF THEM 
ARE PROVING UNFOUNDED. HOWEVER, ONE MOST RECENTLY 
HEARD COMES FROM A GOOD SOURCE AND INDICATES THAT 
THERE IS TROUBLE IN THE VICINITY OF MAO ON THE WESTERN 
END OF THE FRENCH HELD DEFENSIVE LINE. 

4. A STRIKE BY AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS (SEE NDJAMENA 1520 
(NOTAL) AND A CIVILIAN REVOLT BY THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY 
OF BONGOR FOR TOTALLY UNRELATED ECONOMIC REASONS 
OBVIOUSLY COMPLICATES THE GOVERNMENTS SECURITY 
CONCERNS. NEITHER OF THE LATTER TWO SITAUTIONS 
INCREASES 

THE RISK TO AMERICANS OR TO CHADIAN MILITARY, BUT 

THE UNDERLYING ECONOMIC TENSIONS ARE DIRECTLY 

RELATED TO, IF NOT CAUSED BY, THE GOCS WAR EFFORT. DALSIMER 
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